
PREFACE

 Crossing Boundaries through Reading (1-6) is an innovative approach to 
teaching and learning to read. It offers a practical resource with solid research 
and premise to make the readers aware that reading is not a general ability, but 
a composite of many specific abilities. Using the range of competencies set forth 
by DepEd in its Basic Education Curriculum, it brings to fore Understanding by 
Design, the latest instructional design that considers not only the course goals and 
objectives, but also the pupils’ learning that should endure over the long term. 

 Lessons are designed in such a way that the reading skills learned are in the 
context of their use in order to allow the pupils to learn the topics in the content 
subjects simultaneously with necessary skills and therefore obtain  an enduring 
understanding. This design shows that Content-based Instruction, the main thrust 
of  Basic Education Curriculum has not been abandoned in this series.  Moreover, 
deliberate attempt to offer the UbD’s six facets of understanding – explain, 
interpret, apply, have perspective, empathize, and have self-knowledge can be 
noted in the different components of each module.

 Each module in the series is composed of four lessons, which include:

 Building Comprehension Skills
 This component allows the readers to treat the text presented to them as a 
part of their personal experience. Through the essential questions, the readers are 
given the opportunity to relate personally to the characters in the story as well as 
to express their own sense of values. 
 Building Comprehension Skills provides the reading text for a particular lesson. 
The text may be literary, such as legend, play, parable, and the like; or factual, such 
as news report, informative essay, and the like. Selections are so carefully chosen 
so that each would lead towards attaining the desirable values and providing 
a logical link to the current lessons in other academic subjects, particularly in 
Science.
 This phase also highlights the skills that allow the pupils to learn a range of literary 
competencies to increase their comprehension of the selections presented to 
them. It includes significant skills such as noting details, drawing inference, getting 
the general significance of the selection, and the like. 

 Building Vocabulary/Phonetic Skills
 A. Building  Vocabulary Skills
 The emphasis of this phase is on determining meanings of unfamiliar words 
through context clues. Building Vocabulary Skills continues through the analysis 



and appropriate usage of words with affixes, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, 
multiple meaning, idiomatic expressions, and the like. The activities seek to 
enhance word attack skills to enable the reader to read independently through 
structural, phonological, and lexical analyses of words.

 B. Developing Phonetic/Speech Skills
 Developing Phonetic Skills phase highlights auditory discrimination and 
accuracy in speech production. In this context, phonetic skills refer to basic sounds 
produced by individual and combination of letters, whereas speech skills refer to 
usage of stress, blending, phrasing, and intonation in speech production. Also, 
lecture notes on voice, gestures, posture, and poise are provided in the upper 
series, (Grade 5 and 6) to prepare pupils to deliver oratorical pieces.

 Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills
 Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills allows the pupils to experience literature 
and increase their interest in quality literature as they learn about genres, 
techniques, and elements of style. 

 Using Research and Study Skills
 This phase focuses on study and research skills, which the pupils need in order 
to understand better and effectively respond to their content subjects. It is in this 
phase where most significant skills that are essential to understand and respond 
to academic subjects are enhanced.  

 This series therefore, together with the accompanying Teacher’s Manual, if 
used intelligently, will provide enduring understanding of significant lessons that will 
be of great use to learners to prepare them for the next higher level of learning. 
Thus, it will lead both the teachers and the pupils to a greater satisfaction.

                   The Editor / Coordinator
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We  h a v e  b o u g h t  a  n e w 
computer
that’s the fastest ever seen.
It has terabytes of mem’ry
and a forty-eight inch screen.

It has all the latest gizmos
and accessories galore.
It has every last peripheral
they carried at the store.

It has disk drives by the dozen
it has twenty-seven mice,
and it even has a microwave
included in the price.

I t  can  teach  you  how to 
mambo.
It can play the violin.
It can calculate the distance
from Botswana to Berlin.

It can speak in seven languages
with scholarly finesse,
t h e n  d e f e a t  t h e  w o r l d ’ s 
grandmasters
in a tournament of chess.

It can conjure anti-gravity,
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 The variety and abundance of Philippine literature evolved even before the colonial 
periods. For instance, Philippine epics, which tell supernatural events and bravery of heroes, 
customs and ideologies of a community, are varied and filled with magical characters. They 
are long heroic narratives in verse, which recount the adventures of tribal heroes and in the 
process, express the customs, beliefs, and ideals of the people who sing them.
 Below is a synopsis of the Visayan epic, Labaw Donggon. The primary purpose of 
synopsis is to tell a narrative in condensed form.  This synopsis written by F. Landa Jocano,   
is a part of her literary work that won first prize for Chicago Folklore Prize competition 
in 1963. You will notice that this literary piece uses present tense and shows the events in 
chronological order. This style of writing will allow you to witness the exploits of Labaw 
Donggon , one of the sons of a goddess Alunsina by a mortal, Datu Paubari, as he battles with 
powerful foes and supernatural forces in his quest to win the hands of women he loves.

 In the domains of the eastern sky lives a diwata named Abyang Alunsina. 
This deity has a husband named Buyung Paubari. Three handsome sons are born 
to them. These are Labaw Donggon, Humadapnon and Dumalapdap. These 
three brothers possessed extra-ordinary powers since the day they were born. For 
example, no sooner were they delivered into this world than they became strong 
and mature men. They also possessed the power of speech.

 Labaw Donggon tells his mother that he is going on a journey to look for the 

MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE  
(Sense of Contentment)

Labaw Donggon

domain [də máyn] n. an area of activity over which somebody has influence
Words to ExploreWords to Explore

Word to Explore
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beautiful maiden named Anggoy Ginbitinan who lives in Handog, a place located 
at the mouth of Halawod river. Abyang Alunsina gives her consent with extreme 
reluctance because she knows that her son is hardly a day old. To insure the safety 
of the young Labaw Donggon, she gives him a magic suit. Riding on the shoulders 
of the wind and traveling over the region of the clouds, Labaw Donggon reaches 
Handog. He is able to win the hand of Ginbitinan without much difficulty.

 A few weeks after his marriage to Ginbitinan, Labaw Donggon hears about 
another beautiful woman from the underworld –  Anggoy Doronoon. Doronoon is 
the spirit of springs and rivers. She is related to the well-known under-world fighter 
and god, Sibay Padalogdog.

 Labaw Donggon also wins Anggoy Doronoon without any trouble. He stays 
with her for some time and later returns to Handog. Again he hears about another 
woman, Nagmalitong Yawa Sinagmaling Diwata. This woman lives at the foot of 
the eastern horizon. She is the wife of Buyong Saragyan, the Keeper of Light.

 Asking the consent of both Doronoon and Ginbitinan, as is the custom of 
his day, Labaw Donggon plans to take Nagmalitong Yawa as his third wife. Plural 
marriages were current during those days. In spite of themselves, Doronoon and 
Ginbitinan offer no objection against Labaw Donggon’s proposal. So the mighty 
fighter from the eastern sky sets out to win the hand of beautiful Nagmalitong 
Yawa.

 Reaching the Land of the Dawning Sun (Borotlakan ka adlaw) Labaw 
Donggon is met by Buyung Saragnayan, husband of Nagmalitong Yawa. He inquires 

reluctance [ri lúktənss] n. unwillingness or lack of enthusiasm
Words to ExploreWords to Explore
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 An informative article is an organized collection of the writer’s ideas about literary 
texts. It must be nicely written. The succeeding selection is an  informative article about the 
beginning of the diamond industry.  A diamond is an expression of love. It is believed that the 
bigger the gem, the greater the love is. But, do you have any idea how it was discovered?

 1In January 1871, Adrian van Wyk owned a farm in Griqualand West, South 
Africa.  The news that there were plenty of diamonds in his farm had moved 
strangers to camp and search for diamonds.

 2However, forty miles north of Wyk’s farm about twelve years earlier, a five-
carat diamond  had been found near Vaal River.  The man who found it sold it to 
a priest who was in charge of the Berlin Mission Society for five pounds.

 3After nine years, along the Orange River south of the Vaal River in 1867, 
Schalk van Niekerk examined a precious stone which was given by Mrs. Jacobs.  
He consulted his friends and finally a physician, Dr. Atherstone of Grahamstown, 
who confirmed that it was a diamond weighing 21.25 carats.  Van Niekerk received 
350 pounds for the gem and shared the money with Mrs. Jacobs.  The stone was 
initially called Eureka, an expression that indicates “triumph on a discovery.”

 4At the merging point of the Orange and Vaal rivers, an African shepherd 

SHOWING CARE FOR CREATION  
(Enviromental Consciousness)

The Birth Of The Diamond Industry

merging [murj] v. present participle, merging; to combine or unite with   
 something to form a single entity, or make two or more things do this

Word to Explore

Words to ExploreWords to Explore



Reading Grade 5

67

saddle [sádd’l] v. to mount a horse, or other animal, that has a saddle on it
renowned [ri nównd ] adj. well-known or famous
convert [kən vúrt] v. to change the function or use of something

Word to Explore

Words to Explore

named Booi noticed a walnut-shaped stone shining on the ground.  So, he picked it 
up and dropped it in his pocket.  He offered it to a farmer and then to a trader who 
directed him to Van Niekerk.  The latter rewarded the shepherd with 500 fat-tailed 
sheep, 10 oxen,  a wagon and a saddled horse.  Van Niekerk went to Hopetown 
and the businessmen there paid him 11,300 pounds for the 83.5-carat stone.  
Eventually, it was renowned as the “Star of South Africa.”

 5In 1870, diamond digging occurred along the Orange and Vaal rivers and 
extended to Adrian van Wyk’s farm.  Unknown to him and his neighbors, their farms 
were located above extinct volcanoes.  The diamonds were seen in the “blue 
ground” found within ancient volcanic pipes.
 6The diggings brought discomfort 
to the residents, including Van Wyk, so he 
decided to sell his farm.  After receiving 
2,000 pounds from a mining company, 
he transferred to a more peaceful 
place.  A neighboring farm owned by 
two De Beer brothers was converted 
into a diamond mining company and 
registered as De Beers Consolidated 
Mines dubbed as the world’s largest 
diamond producer.  The farms that once 
stood in the city of Kimberly were gone 
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 Folk tales have the charm to arouse laughter and sometimes tender pity. They help 
you know yourself more and other people, too.
 Delightful as they are,  folk tales are predominantly constructive in their morals- the 
humble and the good shall be exalted or the evil punished.

 There was once a rich farmer who was as grasping and unmindful as he 
was rich.  He was always driving a hard bargain and always getting the better of 
his poor neighbors.  One of these neighbors was a humble shepherd who in return 
for service was to receive from the farmer a heifer.  When the time of payment 
came the farmer refused to give the shepherd the heifer and the shepherd was 
forced to lay the matter before the burgomaster.

 The burgomaster, who was a young man and not very experienced, listened 
to both sides and when he had deliberated he said, “Instead of deciding this case, 
I will put a riddle to you both, and the man who makes the best answer shall have 
the heifer.  Do you agree with this?”

  
(Open-mindedness)

Clever Manka

Word to Explore

Words to Explore
heifer [héfər] n. a young cow, especially one that has never had a calf
burgomaster [búrgə mástər] n. the mayor or chief magistrate in some northern 
European towns
deliberate [di líbbərət ] v. to consider something carefully and in detail
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 The farmer and the shepherd accepted this proposal and the burgomaster 
said, “Well then, here is my riddle, What is the swiftest thing?  What is the sweetest 
thing?  What is the richest?  Think out your answers and bring them to me 
tomorrow.”

 The farmer went home in a temper. “What kind of a burgomaster is this 
young fellow.”  He growled.  “If he had let me keep the heifer I’d have sent him 
a bushel of pears.  But now I’m in a fair way of losing the heifer, for I can’t think of 
any answer to his foolish riddle.”

 “What is the matter, husband?” his wife asked.

 “It’s the new burgomaster.  The old one would have given me the heifer 
without any argument, but this young man thinks to decide the case by asking us 
riddles.”

 When he told his wife what the riddle was, she cheered him greatly by telling 
that she knew the answers at once.

 Why, husband,” said she, “our gray mare must be the swiftest thing in the 
world.  You know yourself nothing ever passes us on the road.  As for the sweetest, 
did you ever taste honey any sweeter than ours?  And I’m sure there’s nothing richer 
than our chest of golden ducats that we’ve been laying by these forty years.”

 The farmer was delighted.  “You’re right, wife, you’re right: That heifer remains 
ours.”

 The shepherd, however, was downcast and sad when he got home.  He 
had a daughter, a clever girl named Manka, who asked, “What is it, Father?  What 
did the burgomaster say?”

 The shepherd sighed.  “I’m afraid I’ve lost the heifer.  The burgomaster set 
us a riddle and I know I shall never guess it.”

 “Perhaps I can help you,” Manka said.

 So the shepherd gave her the riddle and the next day as he was setting out 
for the burgomaster, Manka told him what answers to make.

 When he reached the burgomaster’s house, the farmer was already there 
rubbing his hands and beaming with self-importance.  The burgomaster again 
profounded the riddle and then asked the farmer his answers.

 The farmer cleared his throat. “The swiftest thing in the world?  Why, my dear 
sir, that’s my gray mare, of course, for no other horse ever passes us on the road.  

profound [prə  fównd] adj. very great, strong, or intense

Word to Explore

Words to ExploreWords to Explore
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Farewell, my adored Land, region of the sun caressed, 
Pearl of the Orient Sea, our Eden lost,
With gladness I give you my Life, sad and repressed;
And were it more brilliant, more fresh and at its best,
I would still give it to you for your welfare at most.

On the fields of battle, in the fury of fight,
Others give you their lives without pain or hesitancy,
The place does not matter: cypress laurel, lily white,
Scaffold, open field, conflict or martyrdom’s site,
It is the same if asked by home and Country.

EXPRESSING LOVE FOR COUNTRY  
(Love for Country)

My Last Farewell
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 Jose Rizal is our National Hero.  After he was sentenced to death, he wrote a poem 
about how he felt about his motherland.  He secretly placed the poem inside a lamp which 
he gave to his sister before he was shot in December 30, 1896.  He entitled it “Mi Ultimo 
Adios” which is My Last Farewell in English.  This was the last work of a great poet, writer, 
and hero.

Word to Explore

Words to Explore
repressed [ri prest] adj. not acknowledging strong personal feelings, urges or desires
fury [fyóoree] n. an outburst of violent anger
hesitancy [hézzitánssee] n. being reluctant or indisposed to do or say something
scaffold [skáff’ld ] v. a temporary framework of poles and planks that is used to support  
 workers and materials during the erection, repair, or decoration of a building



I die as I see tints on the sky begin to show
And at last announce the day, after a gloomy night;
If you need a hue to dye your matutinal glow,
Pour my blood and at the right moment spread it so,
And gild it with a reflection of your nascent light! 

My dreams, when scarcely a lad adolescent,
My dreams when already a youth, full of vigor to attain,
Were to see you, gem of the sea of the Orient,
Your dark eyes dry, smooth brow held to a high plane
Without frown, without wrinkles and of shame without stain.

My life’s fancy, my ardent, passionate desire,
Hail! Cries out the soul to you, that will soon part from thee;
Hail! How sweet ’tis to fall that fullness you may acquire;
To die to give you life, beneath your skies to expire,
And in your mystic land to sleep through eternity !

If over my tomb some day, you would see blow,
A simple humble flower amidst thick grasses,
Bring it up to your lips and kiss my soul so,
And under the cold tomb, I may feel on my brow,
Warmth of your breath, a whiff of your tenderness.
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matutinal [mə tóotən’l] adj. relating to or happening in the morning or the early part of   
 the day
nascent [náyss’nt ] adj. in the process of emerging, being born, or starting to develop
ardent [áarde’nt] adj. feeling great passion, or felt very passionately
passionate [p ásh’nət ] adj. tending to have strong feelings, especially of love, desire, 
 or enthusiasm
whiff [wif] n. a slight sign or trace of something

Word to Explore
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