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PREFACE

Crossing Boundaries through English (Reading) attempts to show an 
interface between Understanding by Design (UbD) framework and K to 12 
Curriculum. It does not only conform with the Department of Education’s latest 
released K to 12 Curriculum in English but also goes beyond the content and 
performance standards it has set.  The treatment for each module clearly shows 
how the learners are led to acquire knowledge and skills, make meaning of 
the newly-learned skills, and then transfer such learning. This facet of teaching 
and learning is consistent with the three stages of UbD which are : Acquisition, 
Meaning-making, and Transfer (A-M-T).   Each book in this series highlights the 
following features:

Expressing Learned Values

This component corresponds to the content standards set by DepEd on 
Fluency in Speaking and Oral Language. It intends to provide opportunities for 
learners to “produce speech in the language and be understood by its speakers” as 
well as “to participate in various oral communication demands, such as situation, 
purpose and audience” by allowing the readers to treat the text presented to 
them as a part of their personal experience. Through the leading questions, the 
learners are given the opportunity to personally relate to the characters in the 
story as well as to express their own sense of values.

Building Comprehension Skills 

This feature attempts to meet two of the significant content standards set 
by the same curriculum, specifically, Listening and Reading Comprehension. 
It provides the listening or reading text for a particular lesson. The text may be 
literary, such as legend, play, parable, and the like; or factual, such as news 
report, informative article, and the like. Selections are so carefully chosen so that 
each would lead towards attaining the desirable values and providing a logical 
link to the current lessons in other academic subjects, particularly in Science.

This phase also highlights the skills that allow the pupils to learn a range 
of literary competencies to increase their comprehension of the selections 
presented to them. It includes significant skills such as noting details, drawing 
inference, getting the general significance of the selection, and the like. 

Building Vocabulary/Phonetic Skills match two important features – Vocabulary 
Development and Phonics and Word Recognition.    



Building Vocabulary Skills intends to equip the learners with the ability 
to determine meanings of unfamiliar words through context clues. This feature 
continues through the analysis and appropriate usage of words with affixes, 
synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, multiple meaning, idiomatic expressions, and 
the like. Developing Phonetic/Speech Skills highlights auditory discrimination 
and accuracy in speech production.  In this context, phonetic skills refer to basic 
sounds produced by individual and combination of letters, whereas, speech skills 
refer to usage of stress, blending, phrasing, and intonation in speech production.

Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills moves beyond listening and reading 
comprehension. It allows the pupils to experience literature and increase their 
interest in quality literature as they learn about genres, techniques, and elements 
of style. 

Using Research and Study Skills component focuses on study and research 
skills which the pupils need in order to understand better and effectively respond 
to their content subjects. It is in this phase where most significant skills that are 
essential to understand and respond to academic subjects are enhanced.  

A close scrutiny of the topics offered in this series will show that the range 
of competencies goes beyond the content and performance standards defined 
by the said new curriculum. Additionally, lessons are designed in such a way that 
the language skills learned are in the context of their use in order to allow the 
pupils to grasp the topics in the content subjects simultaneously with language. 

This series therefore, together with each accompanying Teacher’s 
Manual, if used intelligently, will make learning English lessons more significant 
and meaningful. Thus, it will lead both the teachers and the pupils to a greater 
satisfaction.

The Editor / Coordinator
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A Prayer in Spring 
Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today; 

And give us not to think so far away 
As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 
All simply in the springing of the year. 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 

And make us happy in the happy bees, 
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

And make us happy in the darting bird 
That suddenly above the bees is heard, 

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill, 
And off a blossom in mid air stands still. 

For this is love and nothing else is love, 
To which it is reserved for God above 

To sanctify to what far ends he will, 
But which it only needs that we fulfill.

Robert Lee Frost

My Mother  

I wish to write of my mother,
My mother, loving and kind,
Who to me more than any other,
Is the idol of my mind.

She cared for me in my boyhood,
With a love that can  never be told,
And that love in the years of my manhood,
Is even more precious than gold.

I was after wayward and careless,
But she loved me just the same,
And when I was cruel and heartless,
Her heart condoned the shame.

No task was too great for her fingers,
Now they’re wrinkled, twisted and bent,
Ah, my memory fondly lingers,
On her ministries, heaven sent.

Her beautiful raven I only tresses,
Are fading to winter’s grays,
But the wealth of her caresses,
Grows greater everyday.
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A Prayer in Spring 

Reading Grade 4

2

 Spring is one of the four seasons which occur in the other parts of the world. In the 
Philippines, however, we do not experience spring. Spring is that season when plants start 
to bloom after some months of being buried under the ground. It suggests new hope and 
life. 
 The poem below uses the season of spring to refer to life that is full of uncertainties 
and surprises. Find out how the poet takes pleasure and appreciation in everything that he 
sees and experiences.

Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers today; 
And give us not to think so far away 

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here 
All simply in the springing of the year. 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 
Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night; 

And make us happy in the happy bees, 
The swarm dilating round the perfect trees. 

And make us happy in the darting bird 
That suddenly above the bees is heard, 

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill, 
And off a blossom in mid air stands still. 

For this is love and nothing else is love, 
To which it is reserved for God above 

To sanctify to what far ends he will, 
But which it only needs that we fulfill.

Robert Lee Frost



Word to Explore

pleasure [plézhər ] n. a feeling of happiness, delight, or satisfaction
uncertain [un súrt’n ] adj. likely to change, and therefore not reliable or stable
orchard [áwrchərd ] n. an area of land on which fruit or nut trees are grown
dilate [dī láyt] v. present participle, dilating; to become, or cause something to 

become, wider, larger, or stretched
sanctify [sángktə fī ] v. to make something a means of achieving holiness or a 

source of grace

Reading Grade 4

3

1. The speaker in the poem expresses the desire to find 
pleasure in the flowers today. What attitude towards life 
does he show?

2. Is it easy for people to find happiness over simple things 
around? Why do you think so?

3. Do you find it easy to appreciate things that you have or 
material things that your parents provide you? Share your 
insights before the class.

4. What lesson can be learned from the 4th stanza?
5. Do you agree with the poet’s point of view? Explain your 

answer.

Building Comprehension Skills

Lesson 1

Noting Explicit Details

 Explicit details refer to the specific information you read from a 
selection, which are clearly said by the author.

Gratefulness and Appreciation

Word to Explore
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Triumph over Darkness  
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	 Nowadays,	it	is	not	unusual	anymore	to	find	blind	people	going	to	school.	In	fact,	there	
are	some	regular	schools	that	accommodate	blind	pupils	or	students.	With	the	modernization	
of	technology,	blind	people	have	already	an	access	even	to	computers	and	other	modern	
gadgets.	But	life	was	much	different	for	physically	handicapped	before.
	 Read	 the	 life	story	of	one	of	 the	most	 famous	and	successful	women	 in	 the	18th	
century	and	be	inspired	to	triumph	over	any	difficulty	that	you	encounter	as	a	student.

 In the eighteenth century, a baby girl named Helen Keller was 
born as a normal child. At about 2 year old or 19 months to be exact, 
she was a happy and healthy child. In fact, she was already saying 
a few words. Then she had a high fever that caused her to become 
deaf and blind. Thus, she could no longer see nor hear. With such 
helplessness, she felt lost. 
 She tried to cope by 
hanging on to her mother’s 
skirt to get around. She 
would feel people’s hands 
to try to find out what they 
were doing. She learned to 
do many things this way. She 
learned to milk a cow and 
knead the bread dough. 
She could recognize people 
by feeling their faces or their clothes.
 She made up signs with her hands so that she could “talk” to her 
family. She had 60 different signs. If she wanted bread, she pretended to 
be cutting a loaf. If she wanted ice cream, she would hug her shoulders 
and shiver.
 Helen was a very bright child. She became very frustrated 
because she couldn’t talk. She became very angry and began to 
throw temper tantrums. The family knew they had to do something to 
help her.



Word to Explorecope [kōp] v. to deal successfully with a difficult problem or situation
knead [need] v. to fold, press, and stretch a soft substance such as dough or clay, 

working it into a smooth uniform mass
pretend [ ] v. past tense, pretended,; to claim untruthfully or exaggeratedly to be 

or to have a particular thing, or imply something in this way
shiver [shívvər] v. to tremble or shake slightly because of cold, fear, or illness
tantrum [tántrəm] n. an outburst of anger, especially a childish display of rage or  

bad temper
dawn on  v. to come into the mind or consciousness of somebody

Word to Explore
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 They found a teacher named Anne Sullivan. Miss Sullivan herself 
had been blind, but had an operation that gave her back her sight. 
She understood what Helen was feeling. She taught Helen the signs for 
the letters of the alphabet. Then she would “spell” the words in Helen’s 
hand to communicate with her
 One day, Anne led Helen to the water pump and pumped water 
on her hand. She spelled the letters W-A-T-E-R as the water ran over 
Helen’s hand. She did this over and over again. At last it dawned on 
Helen that the word “water” meant the water that was pouring over her 
hand. This opened up a whole new world for her. She ran everywhere 
asking Anne the name of different things and Anne would spell the 
words in her hand. This was the key that unlocked the world for her. 
 Eventually, she stopped having the tantrums. Anne taught her for 
years and Helen learned to read Braille very well. Braille is a system of 
raised dots that represents letters and a blind person, like Helen, could 
read by feeling its dots.
 Helen had an amazing memory and she also had skills that very 
few people have ever been able to develop. She could put her fingers 
to a person’s lips and understand the words that were being spoken.
While she was in college, she wrote her book called “The Story of My 
Life”. With the money she earned from the book, she was able to buy 
a house.
 She became famous and had the chance to travel around the 
world speaking to groups of people. She met many important and 
well-known people as she traveled.
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 One day,  when 
my Grandfather Gifford 
was about seven years 
old, he looked across 
the road to his father ’s 
blacksmith shop, and 
seeing someone sitting 
on the bench by the door, 
went over to learn who it 
was.

 He found a little old 
man, with thick, bushy 

Edward W. Frentz

creak \'krēk\ vb : to make a long scraping or squeaking sound ; also: to go slowly 
with or as if with creaking wheels

leaky \’lē-kē\ adj, leak•i•er -est : permitting fluid to leak in or out ‹a leaky boat›
mend \’mend\ vb: to put into good shape or working order again

eyebrows and bright blue eyes.  His clothes were made all of leather, 
which creaked and rattled when he moved.  By his side was a partly 
open pack, in which grandfather could see curious tools and sheets 
of shiny tin.  By that he knew that the man was the travelling tinker, who 
came once or twice a year to mend leaky pans and pails, and of 
whom he had heard his mother speak.

The Tinker’s Willow

 Kindness to someone, even to strangers, is something that one of the characters in 
the story teaches his grandson.  He teaches the young boy how small deeds of kindness can 
build friendship which later on will be valued by both the giver and the receiver.
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 The old man was eating his luncheon — a slice or two of bread, a 
bit of cold meat, and a cold potato; and because it seemed so poor 
a luncheon, grandfather went back to the house and brought two big 
apples from the cellar.  The old man thanked him and ate the apples. 
Then he got up, brushed the bread crumbs from his leather breeches, 
and taking a little tin dipper from his pack, went down to the brook for 
a drink of water.  When he had had his fill, he came back to the bench 
and sat down.
 “Now, my boy,” he said, “we will make a tree to grow here by the 
brook.  There ought to be one, for shade.”
 “Make a tree!”  cried grandfather.  “How can we make a tree?  I 
thought only God made trees.”
 “True,” said the old man.  “Only God makes trees, but sometimes 
we can help Him.”
 With that, he took from the bench at his side a stick that he had 
cut somewhere by the road, and had been using for a cane.  It was 
slender and straight, and grandfather noticed that the bark was smooth 
and of a beautiful light green.
 “Of this,” said the old man, “we will make a tree in which the birds 
of the air shall build their nests, and under which the beasts of the field 
shall find shelter, and rest in the heat of the day.  But first there shall be 
music, to please the spirits of the springtime.  Take this stick down to 
the brook, and wet it all over.”
 So my grandfather took the stick and did as the old man told 
him.  When he came back to the bench, the tinker had a large horn-
handled knife open in his hand.  With the blade, which seemed very 

breech \’brēch\ n.  pl \’brich-əz also ‘brē-chəz\ a : short trousers fitting snugly 
at or just below the knee 

tinker \’tiŋ-kər\ n : a person who travels around and earns a living by repairing 
household utensils (as pots and pans)



Reading Grade 4

216



Birthday Celebration: Korean Way  
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 Do you believe that children hold a special place in their country’s customs and 
traditions?   Different countries in the world give great importance to the child as member 
of the family.  Do you want to know how a particular country in Asia celebrates children’s 
birthday?

 In Korea, the most important birthdays in a person’s life are the 
first and the sixty-first!  The first birthday celebration is a fortune-telling 
party.

 The baby is dressed for the occasion in new clothes of traditional 
Korean style.  A little girl wears a shirt of peach-colored silk and a yellow 
coat with wide sleeves decorated with contrasting bands.  A little boy 
has blue trousers, a peach-colored coat with banded sleeves and a 
dark waist coat fastened with three red buttons.  On his head is a black 
hat that has two broad black ribbons hanging down the back.



Word to Explore

fasten [fáss’n] v. past tense, fastened; to attach something firmly
pungent [púnjənt] adj. having a strong smell or a powerfully sharp or bitter taste
discreetly [dis kréetlee] adv. taking care to avoid upsetting or embarrassing 

people, giving away anything confidential

Word to Explore
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 The baby is formally introduced to family and friends, with polite 
ceremonial bowing, and then he/she is put before a table spread 
with food.  There are bowls of rice and of pungent kimchi pickles and 
plates of sticky rice-cakes.  There are also coins and lengths of thread, 
notebook and pencil and for a baby girl - a sewing kit.  Everything has 
a meaning for the baby’s future, and the family and guests watch 
eagerly to see what things he/she will pick up.  The threads mean long 
life and the money, riches, but everyone is especially pleased if a little 
boy grasps the pencil, for that means he will be a literary man and 
have a brilliant future indeed!

 Afterwards the guests are served with food and given rice cakes 
to take away, and each one leaves the baby a gift of money, discreetly 
folded in an envelope.

1. Why do Koreans give importance on the first birthday of a person?
2. How is Filipino’s way of celebrating birthdays similar with the 

Koreans?
3. Like the Koreans, we Filipinos have many customs and traditions, 

usually related to our own faith or religion.  Do you think we should 
preserve and continue to practice our old customs and traditions?  
Why do you think so?

4. Which of the many traditions do you still practice at home?  Are 
you proud of it/them?

5. Should you be ashamed to practice our own culture in front of 
foreigners?  Why?

Expressing Learned Values
Appreciation of Customs and

Traditions




