
Crossing Boundaries through English (Reading) attempts to show 
an interface between Understanding by Design (UbD) framework and 
K to 12 Curriculum. It does not only conform with the Department of 
Education’s latest released K to 12 Curriculum in English but also goes 
beyond the content and performance standards it has set.  The treatment 
for each module clearly shows how the learners are led to acquire 
knowledge and skills, make meaning of the newly-learned skills, and then 
transfer such learning. This facet of teaching and learning is consistent with 
the three stages of UbD which are : Acquisition, Meaning-making, and 
Transfer (A-M-T).   Each book in this series highlights the following features:

Expressing Learned Values

This component corresponds to the content standards set by 
DepEd on Fluency in Speaking and Oral Language. It intends to provide 
opportunities for learners to “produce speech in the language and 
be understood by its speakers” as well as “to participate in various oral 
communication demands, such as situation, purpose and audience” by 
allowing the readers to treat the text presented to them as a part of their 
personal experience. Through the leading questions, the learners are given 
the opportunity to personally relate to the characters in the story as well as 
to express their own sense of values.

Building Comprehension Skills 

This feature attempts to meet two of the significant content 
standards set by the same curriculum, specifically, Listening and Reading 
Comprehension. It provides the listening or reading text for a particular 
lesson. The text may be literary, such as legend, play, parable, and the like; 
or factual, such as news report, informative article, and the like. Selections 
are so carefully chosen so that each would lead towards attaining the 
desirable values and providing a logical link to the current lessons in other 
academic subjects, particularly in Science.

This phase also highlights the skills that allow the pupils to learn a 
range of literary competencies to increase their comprehension of the 
selections presented to them. It includes significant skills such as noting 
details, drawing inference, getting the general significance of the selection, 
and the like. 

PREFACE



Building Vocabulary/Phonetic Skills match two important features – 
Vocabulary Development and Phonics and Word Recognition.    

Building Vocabulary Skills intends to equip the learners with the 
ability to determine meanings of unfamiliar words through context clues. 
This feature continues through the analysis and appropriate usage of 
words with affixes, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, multiple meaning, 
idiomatic expressions, and the like. Developing Phonetic/Speech Skills 
highlights auditory discrimination and accuracy in speech production.  In 
this context, phonetic skills refer to basic sounds produced by individual 
and combination of letters, whereas, speech skills refer to usage of stress, 
blending, phrasing, and intonation in speech production.

Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills moves beyond listening 
and reading comprehension. It allows the pupils to experience literature 
and increase their interest in quality literature as they learn about genres, 
techniques, and elements of style. 

Using Research and Study Skills component focuses on study and 
research skills which the pupils need in order to understand better and 
effectively respond to their content subjects. It is in this phase where most 
significant skills that are essential to understand and respond to academic 
subjects are enhanced.  

A close scrutiny of the topics offered in this series will show that the 
range of competencies goes beyond the content and performance 
standards defined by the said new curriculum. Additionally, lessons are 
designed in such a way that the language skills learned are in the context 
of their use in order to allow the pupils to grasp the topics in the content 
subjects simultaneously with language. 

This series therefore, together with each accompanying Teacher’s 
Manual, if used intelligently, will make learning English lessons more 
significant and meaningful. Thus, it will lead both the teachers and the 
pupils to a greater satisfaction.

The Editor / Coordinator
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RESPECT BEGETS RESPECT 

 Mr.  Coyote was 
getting very old and had 
to be more careful for his 
own safety.  He had been 
walking for hours and hours 
through a beautiful valley 
when he came upon a 
large tree. Mr. Coyote was 
very tired and wanted to 
rest but he also needed to 
be safe.  He kindly asked 
the tree,  “Please open up 
so I can rest safely in your 
care”. 

Mr. Cayote Meets Mr. snail

 The tree opened up 
so that Mr. Coyote could go 
inside to rest, then it closed 
to keep him safe.  Mr. Coyote 
slept for hours. When he woke 
up he could not remember 
what he had said to make 
the tree open.  He said, "Let 
me out Mr. Tree", but nothing 
happened.  He said, "Please 
let me out now!" and again 
nothing happened.  
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Word to Explore

Words to Explore

upset  [(“)əp-’set]   adj emotionally disturbed or troubled
peck  [‘pek]    vb to strike or pierce esp. repeatedly with the bill
escape  [is-’kāp]  v : to get free of; stay away from

The tree didn’t even creak.  Mr. Coyote knocked on the tree, but it would 
not open up.  Mr. Tree was upset with Mr. Coyote for not having said 
please the first time he spoke to the tree!  It let him rest a little longer. 

 Because the birds heard Mr. Coyote banging on the inside of the 
tree, they came down to peck on the tree to help get him out.  But they 
were too small and the tree was just too big!  Finally Mr. Woodpecker 
came down and pecked a hole in the tree.  Although it was a very 
small hole, it caused Mr. Woodpecker to get a bent beak!  This meant 
he couldn’t peck on the tree any more. 

 Mr. Coyote put one hand out the hole but he could not fit through.  
He then tried his leg but still he could not fit through.  He had to come 
up with a way to escape since Mr. Woodpecker's beak was now bent.  
Mr. Coyote knew there ha d to be a way.  "Ah, come on you old ugly 
tree," he cried, "Just let me out!"  But still nothing happened, just the 
silence around him. 

 Mr. Coyote decided to take off his arms one at a time and put 
them through the small hole.  He then put his legs through one at a 
time by taking them off.  He put his body through by taking it off.  This 
was working out fine.  I’ll show you Mr. Tree, you can’t keep me in here, 
he thought. 
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MOVING SAFELY AND SURELY  
(Obedience )

Words to Explore

The elder Tree MoTher

tea-urn \'tē .'ərn\ n: a vessel that is typically an ornamental vase that is used 
for preparing tea

 There was once a little boy who had caught cold; he had gone 
out and got wet feet.  No one could imagine how it had happened, 
for it was quite dry weather.  His mother undressed him, put him to bed, 
and had the tea-urn brought in to make him a good cup of elder tea, 
for that warms well.

 "Now you are to drink your tea," said the mother, "and then 
perhaps you will hear a story."     
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Words to Explore

arbor \'är-bər\ n: a shelter of vines or branches or of latticework covered 
with climbing shrubs or vines

bosom \'bụ-zəm also 'bü-\ n: the human chest and esp. the front part of the 
chest ‹hugged the child to his ~›

The little boy drank the elder 
tea and then looked at the teapot. 
The lid raised itself and the elder 
flowers came forth from it, white and 
fresh.  They shot forth long branches 
even out of the spout; they spread 
about in all directions and became 
larger and larger.  There was the 
most glorious elder bush, in fact 
quite a tree. It stretched to the bed 
and thrust the curtains aside; how 
fragrant it was and how it bloomed! 
And in the midst of the tree sat an 
old, pleasant looking woman in a strange dress. It was quite green 
like the leaves of the elder tree, and bordered with great white elder 
blossoms. One could not tell whether this border was of stuff or of living 
green and real flowers.

"Who are you?" the little boy asked.

"They used to call me a Dryad," said the woman, "but I have a 
better name than that.  I am the Elder Tree Mother."

Then she took the little boy out of bed, and laid him upon her 
bosom.  The blossoming elder branches wound round them so they 
sat as it were in the thickest arbor, and this arbor flew away with them 
through the air.  It was very beautiful.  Elder Mother all at once became 
a pretty young girl; at her throat she had a real elder flower, and on her 
head a wreath of elder blossoms. Her eyes were large and blue.  She 
and the boy were of the same age and felt the same joys.
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 Have you ever been observant of the things around you – the plants, the 
flowers, the birds and the colorful insects that fly, and a lot more? Do you find 
them wonderful to look at? Can you imagine how the world could be without 
them?
 Below is a poem which will lead you to look at your surroundings with 
appreciation and grateful heart to the one who has created  them all.

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small, 
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord God made them all.

Each little flower that opens,
Each little bird that sings,
He made their glowing colors,
He made their tiny wings.

The purple-headed mountain,
The river running by,   
The sunrise in the morning
That brightens up the sky.

All Things BrighT And BeAuTiful

DISCOVERING GOD’S BOUNTY 
(Appreciation of God’s Creation)



175

K-12 Reading Grade 3

The cold wind in the winter
The pleasant summer sun
The ripe fruits in the garden,
He made them for everyone.

The tall trees in the greenwood
The meadows where we play,
The riches by the water 
We gather every day

He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell
How great is God Almighty,
Who has made all things well.

- Cecil F. Alexander -



250

K-12 Reading Grade 3



251

K-12 Reading Grade 3

TRACING THE RIGHT PATH
(Dignity of Life)

Words to Explore

descend [di sénd] v. to go down a staircase, hill, valley, or other downward 
incline

squeeze [skweez] v. to push into or through a small, narrow, or crowded space

 Food is one of men’s basic needs. It can be considered as a very valuable  
possession for without it, life will not be possible. Both the richest and poorest 
persons  certainly need food. Do you think it is possible for someone to let go 
of the last food he/she has in order to survive for the sake of others?
 The old Japanese tale that follows gives an account about one heroic 
act which an old Japanese farmer and his grandson did to save other people’s 
lives. 

 High upon on a mountain in Japan there once lived a very good 
old man and his little grandson. All around their house was a wide, flat 
table-land that was rich and fertile.  The village people had planted 
their rice fields here but their houses were at the foot of the mountain 
by the sea.  In the morning they climbed  the hillside to their fields, and 
at sunset they descended to their little houses squeezed between the 
mountain and the water’s edge.

Burning Of The rice fields
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Words to Explore

edge [ej] n. a line or area that is the outermost part or the part farthest away 
from the center of something

horizon [hə rīz’n] n. the line in the farthest distance where the land or sea 
seems to meet the sky

shield [sheeld] v. somebody or something that serves as protection or acts 
as a defense

bran [bran] n. the husks of cereal grain that are removed during milling.  
Use: supplementary source of dietary fiber

 Only the little boy and his grandfather remained on the mountain 
in their tiny hut where they could look far out over the sea.  The rice 
fields were dear to the little boy for he realized that without them the 
whole village will go hungry.  Rice was the main food of everyone in 
the village.  It was their livelihood, their joy and their sorrow. 

 One day, the old man stood at the edge of the rice fields looking 
far out to sea.  He and his grandson were alone that day, for the rice 
was almost ripe and the villagers were waiting for the harvest.  Far out on 
the horizon, the old man saw something which seemed very strange.  
It looked as if the sea were rising to meet the sky.  The old man shielded 
his eyes from the sun with his wrinkled hand and looked again.  “Yone, 
Yone!” he called to his grandson. “Yone! Bring me a brand from the 
hearth fire!”




