
PREFACE

Crossing Boundaries through English (Reading) attempts to show 
an interface between Understanding by Design (UbD) framework and 
K to 12 Curriculum. It does not only conform with the Department of 
Education’s latest released K to 12 Curriculum in English but also goes 
beyond the content and performance standards it has set.  The treatment 
for each module clearly shows how the learners are led to acquire 
knowledge and skills, make meaning of the newly-learned skills, and then 
transfer such learning. This facet of teaching and learning is consistent with 
the three stages of UbD which are : Acquisition, Meaning-making, and 
Transfer (A-M-T).   Each book in this series highlights the following features:

Expressing Learned Values

This component corresponds to the content standards set by 
DepEd on Fluency in Speaking and Oral Language. It intends to provide 
opportunities for learners to “produce speech in the language and 
be understood by its speakers” as well as “to participate in various oral 
communication demands, such as situation, purpose and audience” by 
allowing the readers to treat the text presented to them as a part of their 
personal experience. Through the leading questions, the learners are given 
the opportunity to personally relate to the characters in the story as well as 
to express their own sense of values.

Building Comprehension Skills 

This feature attempts to meet two of the significant content 
standards set by the same curriculum, specifically, Listening and Reading 
Comprehension. It provides the listening or reading text for a particular 
lesson. The text may be literary, such as legend, play, parable, and the like; 
or factual, such as news report, informative article, and the like. Selections 
are so carefully chosen so that each would lead towards attaining the 
desirable values and providing a logical link to the current lessons in other 
academic subjects, particularly in Science.

This phase also highlights the skills that allow the pupils to learn a 
range of literary competencies to increase their comprehension of the 
selections presented to them. It includes significant skills such as noting 
details, drawing inference, getting the general significance of the selection, 
and the like. 



Building Vocabulary/Phonetic Skills match two important features – 
Vocabulary Development and Phonics and Word Recognition.    

Building Vocabulary Skills intends to equip the learners with the 
ability to determine meanings of unfamiliar words through context clues. 
This feature continues through the analysis and appropriate usage of 
words with affixes, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, multiple meaning, 
idiomatic expressions, and the like. Developing Phonetic/Speech Skills 
highlights auditory discrimination and accuracy in speech production.  In 
this context, phonetic skills refer to basic sounds produced by individual 
and combination of letters, whereas, speech skills refer to usage of stress, 
blending, phrasing, and intonation in speech production.

Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills moves beyond listening 
and reading comprehension. It allows the pupils to experience literature 
and increase their interest in quality literature as they learn about genres, 
techniques, and elements of style. 

Using Research and Study Skills component focuses on study and 
research skills which the pupils need in order to understand better and 
effectively respond to their content subjects. It is in this phase where most 
significant skills that are essential to understand and respond to academic 
subjects are enhanced.  

A close scrutiny of the topics offered in this series will show that the 
range of competencies goes beyond the content and performance 
standards defined by the said new curriculum. Additionally, lessons are 
designed in such a way that the language skills learned are in the context 
of their use in order to allow the pupils to grasp the topics in the content 
subjects simultaneously with language. 

This series therefore, together with each accompanying Teacher’s 
Manual, if used intelligently, will make learning English lessons more 
significant and meaningful. Thus, it will lead both the teachers and the 
pupils to a greater satisfaction.

The Editor / Coordinator
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When the sun sets at the 
End of the day, the night sky
Begins to twinkle and shine. 
There are many things to see
In the night sky.
The moon is the brightest light
In the night sky. Sometimes the 
Moon looks full and round.
Sometimes the moon looks thin
And curved.  
It looks different at different times of the month.
Millions of stars twinkle in the 
Night sky.  Some look brighter
Than others.  Some look blue
And some look white.
Groups of stars that
Form patterns in the sky
Are called constellations.
Some of the brightest points
Of light in the night sky are
Planets.  They look like stars, 
But they do not twinkle.
Look at the sky just before
The sun rises.  You might see
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    Below is a story of an ambitious snail, who, even with her father’s 
disapproval, tried her best to achieve what she dreamt for herself.  Find out 
how she learned her lesson through a painful experience.

Narrator: Once upon a time, Nelly, a little snail, lived in a 
rock garden with many other snails.  One day, Nelly 
approached her father.

Nelly: You know, Father, when I grow up, I want to have the 
biggest house in the whole world.

Father: Nelly, it is not bad to dream.  But you know, some 
things are better small.  A lighter house is easier to 
carry.  But of course you know that.

Narrator: Nelly was not convinced.  She believed that there 
was a way on how she could make her house big. 

THE JOY OF BEING AT HOME
 (Simplicity and Humility)

The Biggest House In The World
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As she was in deep thoughts, she kept on twisting 
here and there.  She twisted to the right and to the 
left, and then she felt a strange thing happening to 
her. Grinning widely, Nelly exclaimed.

Nelly: Alas!  I think I’ve just discovered how to make my 
house grow bigger and bigger. 

Narrator: So Nelly’s house grew and grew.  All the snails in the 
neighborhood noticed the strange thing happening 
to her.

Snail 1: You surely have the biggest house in the world!

Narrator: But the little snail kept on twisting here and twisting 
there.  She twisted up and down until her house was 
as big as a papaya. 

Nelly: Hmmm… quite big than the others.  But this is not 
the size of  the house I dreamt to have.  Surely I can 
still make this bigger. Uumph… uumph…

Narrator: And so Nelly kept on twisting again and again until 
her house was as big as watermelon.  By moving 

approach [ə prōch] v. past tense approached; to speak to someone to  
 ask for something
convince [kən vins] v. past tense convinced; to influence somebody  
 to do something
twist  [twist] v. present participle twisting; to squirm or wriggle; to  
 rotate
grin [grin] v. present participle grinning; to smile broadly
exclaimed [ik skláym] v. past tense exclaimed; to speak or cry out  
 loudly, often through surprise

3

Reading Grade 2



79

K-12 CBT Reading Grade 2



The Elves In Fairy Forest

 When joining any contest or competition, the usual goal of the contestant 
is to win. In order to be a winner, a contestant usually works hard and does his/
her best in the process. Other contestants, in their eagerness to win sometimes 
hurt others. 
 The story that follows tells about the little elf, who even if he, too, wanted 
to be the winner, took his interest aside in order to attend to other creatures 
that needed his help. Find out who became victorious in the end.   

RECOGNIZING THE TRUE CHARM 
(Generosity and Compassion)

K-12 CBT Reading Grade 2
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 1. One day, all the elves in Fairy Forest were breathless 
with excitement. The Fairy Queen had just promised a prize 
to the first elf to find the magic charm. In the contest, each 
elf would carry a lamp and search until sunset for the special 
charm needed to light it. Everyone would recognize the winner, 
for his lamp would glow like a shining star in the darkness.
 2. As usual, the littlest elf had a difficult time preparing for 
the journey. The other elves kept pushing him aside. But he 
never complained, even though the lamp he received was 
old and battered.



 3 When the signal sounded for the search to begin, elves 
became as busy as bees looking for nectars. They climbed 
into hollow trees and peered into the hearts of flowers. Into their 
lamps they shoved petals from flowers, sparkling water from 
the brooks, butterflies’ wings, and bright feathers from birds.
 4The littlest elf was not very successful. Once he discovered 
a handsome colored stone. But he gave it to a friend who 
had broken a robin’s wing and was crying. Once he spied a 
sunbeam dancing on the grass, but it was too lovely to lock 
away in a lamp. Everywhere he met birds and flowers stripped 
of feathers and petals. They felt so badly that the elf halted his 
hunting to cheer them up.
 5Gradually the daylight faded and the littlest elf gazed 
sadly at his empty lamp. This was certainly not his lucky day.
 6The next instant, a voice startled him.
 7“Please take pity, for I am blind and lost.”
 8The littlest elf peered about him. There, on a log beside 
the path, an old man sat weeping.

Word to Explore

elves [elvz] n. small supernatural mischief makers; in folklore,  small 
imaginary beings, resembling humans, with pointed ears 

charm [chárm] n. magic spell; a special phrase or rhyme believed 
to have magical powers

recognize [récəg nīz] v. to identify somebody or something as a 
result of having seen or known before 

glow [glō] n. a soft steady light, especially one without heat or 
flames

battered [báttərd] adj. subject to persistent attack or violence
search [surch] v. to look into, over, or through something carefully 

in order to find somebody or something
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BEING COURAGEOUS 
(Concern to Others)
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 Sometimes we are caught in unexpected situations.  What will you do 
when you are faced with an emergency? 

Will Power

 Every Saturday morning, Will and his friends went swimming.  
Will loved swimming really fast.

 “I’ll get to the end of the pool first,” he always said.

 One day, Will and his friends wanted to go to the beach.  They 
went with Will’s big brother, Jim.  The beach was over a hill.  Will’s 
arms were really strong.  

 “I’ll get to the top of the hill first,” he said.  They stopped at 
the top of the hill and looked.  The beach was down some steep 
steps.

steep [stéep] adj. sloping very sharply, often to the extent of being 
vertical



binoculars [bī nók yələrz] n. linked pair of a tool for looking at distant 
objects that magnifies what is seen using a lens for each eye

lighthouse [līt hówss] n. often a tall round tower, with a powerful 
flashing light, designed to guide sailors or warn them of dangers 
such as rocks

trouble [trúbb’l] n. a condition of suffering, anxiety, or danger
lifesaver [līf sáyvər] n. a provider or source of greatly needed help

Reading Grade 2
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 “Oh no!” said Will.  “I can’t go down there in my wheelchair.”  
“We’ll carry you down,” said Will’s friends.

 “There are too many steps and I’m too heavy,” said Will.  
“You go to the beach and I’ll stay here.”

 “I’ll stay with you,” said Jim.

 “No, Jim, you go on.  I’ll be fine,” sighed Will.

 Will looked down at the beach.  He saw Jim and his friends in 
the water:  He wished he was swimming, too.  He wanted to swim 
faster than the waves.

 Will remembered the binoculars he had in his bag.  He 
took them out.  Will looked through the binoculars.  He saw 
children making sand castles on the beach.  He saw a big 
ship.  He saw a lighthouse on a steep rock.  Then Will saw a 
girl swimming in the sea.  She was waving and splashing in the 
water.  She was a long way from the beach.

 Suddenly, Will knew she was in trouble.

 Down on the beach, Will’s friends had seen the girl, too.  
They were shouting, but there were no lifesavers on duty.

 Will didn’t know what to do.  He looked around for 
someone to help.  Then he saw a telephone box.  He raced 
down the path to the telephone.
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The Road To China

 Have you ever dreamt of visiting a place which you only learned from 
school or through reading a book? 
 Below is a poem about a young child, your age, who really wanted to 
explore a certain place he/she learned from someone, probably from a teacher. 
Find out whether he/she became successful in such adventure.

I learned today the world is round
Like my big rubber ball,

With China on the other side,
Down there below us all.

And so I went and dug a hole—
I started in at eight—

And dug and dug and dug and dug,
Beside the garden gate.

And oh, I thought, what fun ‘twill be
To get a ladder tall.

And climb right down to China through
the hole behind the wall!

What fun to walk through little streets
All lit with lanterns queer!

Each man will have a pig-tail, and
How strange the talk I’ll hear!

TRACING THE RIGHT PATH 
(Respect and Obedience)
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To think the road to China lies
Just by our garden wall!

Then Daddy came and said, “Ho! Ho!
That’s not the way at all!

‘To get to China, you must sail
For days across the sea!”—

Why there’s no short cut through the earth
Seems very queer to me!

Respect and Obedience

1. What attitude is shown by the speaker in the poem 
when he/she tries to discover and find out things 
by himself/herself, without asking permission from 
anyone?

2. Do you think it is a good attitude? Why do you think 
so?

3. At your age now, do you think it is all right to do 
something which draws your interest without asking 
permission from your parents or guardians? Why do 
you think so?

4. When something makes you so curious, what is the 
best thing to do? Why?

5. What lesson have you learned from today’s 
discussion?

 lantern [lántərn] n. a portable case with transparent or translucent  
 sides that protects and holds a lamp
queer [kweer] adj. not usual or expected




