
Crossing Boundaries through English (Reading) attempts to show 
an interface between Understanding by Design (UbD) framework and K to 
12 Curriculum. It does not only conform with the Department of Education’s 
latest released K to 12 Curriculum in English but also goes beyond the 
content and performance standards it has set.  The treatment for each 
module clearly shows how the learners are led to acquire knowledge and 
skills, make meaning of the newly-learned skills, and then transfer such 
learning. This facet of teaching and learning is consistent with the three 
stages of UbD which are : Acquisition, Meaning-making, and Transfer (A-
M-T).   Each book in this series highlights the following features:

Expressing Learned Values

This component corresponds to the content standards set by 
DepEd on Fluency in Speaking and Oral Language. It intends to provide 
opportunities for learners to “produce speech in the language and 
be understood by its speakers” as well as “to participate in various oral 
communication demands, such as situation, purpose and audience” by 
allowing the readers to treat the text presented to them as a part of their 
personal experience. Through the leading questions, the learners are given 
the opportunity to personally relate to the characters in the story as well as 
to express their own sense of values.

Building Comprehension Skills 

This feature attempts to meet two of the significant content 
standards set by the same curriculum, specifically, Listening and Reading 
Comprehension. It provides the listening or reading text for a particular 
lesson. The text may be literary, such as legend, play, parable, and the like; 
or factual, such as news report, informative article, and the like. Selections 
are so carefully chosen so that each would lead towards attaining the 
desirable values and providing a logical link to the current lessons in other 
academic subjects, particularly in Science.

This phase also highlights the skills that allow the pupils to learn a 
range of literary competencies to increase their comprehension of the 
selections presented to them. It includes significant skills such as noting 
details, drawing inference, getting the general significance of the selection, 
and the like. 
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Building Vocabulary/Phonetic Skills match two important features – 
Vocabulary Development and Phonics and Word Recognition.    

Building Vocabulary Skills intends to equip the learners with the 
ability to determine meanings of unfamiliar words through context clues. 
This feature continues through the analysis and appropriate usage of 
words with affixes, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, multiple meaning, 
idiomatic expressions, and the like. Developing Phonetic/Speech Skills 
highlights auditory discrimination and accuracy in speech production.  In 
this context, phonetic skills refer to basic sounds produced by individual 
and combination of letters, whereas, speech skills refer to usage of stress, 
blending, phrasing, and intonation in speech production.

Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills moves beyond listening 
and reading comprehension. It allows the pupils to experience literature 
and increase their interest in quality literature as they learn about genres, 
techniques, and elements of style. 

Using Research and Study Skills component focuses on study and 
research skills which the pupils need in order to understand better and 
effectively respond to their content subjects. It is in this phase where most 
significant skills that are essential to understand and respond to academic 
subjects are enhanced.  

A close scrutiny of the topics offered in this series will show that the 
range of competencies goes beyond the content and performance 
standards defined by the said new curriculum. Additionally, lessons are 
designed in such a way that the language skills learned are in the context 
of their use in order to allow the pupils to grasp the topics in the content 
subjects simultaneously with language. 

This series therefore, together with each accompanying Teacher’s 
Manual, if used intelligently, will make learning English lessons more 
significant and meaningful. Thus, it will lead both the teachers and the 
pupils to a greater satisfaction.

The Editor / Coordinator



Table of Contents

UNIT I  TAKING OFF 
    

   Selection:  The Ant and The Grasshopper 
   
   
   
   
                    

    
   Selection:  The Town Mouse and The Country Mouse 
   
   
   
          

                            

 

   Selection:  Jonah 

   
   
   
    
                    

Fable

Fable

Poem



Ten gentle doctors all dressed in white, 
nine wise teachers teaching wrong from right.

Eight hardworking street sweepers with their brooms,
Seven loving nurses in hospital rooms.

Six strong carpenters pounding their hammers,
Five smiling gardeners taking care of flowers.

Four neat soldiers who are brave.
Three daring firemen with pets to save.

Two caring priests who always pray like that nun, 

   Selection:   Juan and the Crabs
   Patience and Understanding  
   
   
   
   

   Selection:   The Story of Louis Braille

   
       
                     
   
   

Unit II Exploring On

	 	 	 Selection:			Ten…Nine…Eight	(Poem)

   
   
   
   Poem

LEARNING AND DOING (respect)

Folktale

Biographical 
Sketch



 
   

   Selection:   Love You Forever  
   
        

                   
   
   

   Selection:   History of Ice Cream  
   
   
   
   

   Selection:  Dinosaurs  
   Lesson 1   Making Predictions - 135
	 	 	 Lesson	2			Using	Suffixes	-	139
   Lesson 3   Distinguishing between Fantasy and Reality - 142
   Lesson 4   Alphabetizing Words - 145Informative

Article

Short Story

Informative
Article



   Selection:   The Very Hungry Caterpillar

     
     
     
      

 UNIT III MOVING FARTHER AND BEYOND 

   
   Selection:   The Proud Rabbit

   
   
   
   

   
	 	 	 Selection:			The	Boy	Who	Cried	“Wolf”    
   
   
   
   Fable

BEING TRUTHFUL (honesty)

Fable

BEING AT HOME	(humility)

Fable

COUNTING ON (appreciation of nature)



 
 
   Selection:   The Honest Woodcutter    
   
    
                                                
   
   

   

   Selection:   The Real Karla 

   
   
   
   

   
   

   Selection:   Our Friendly Neighbors    
   
    
                    
   
    

Short Story

ACTING SINCERELY (sincerity, respect, and politeness)

Poem

BEING WARM AND FRIENDLY (friendliness)

Fairytale

SEEKING A TRUE TREASURE (honesty)



UNIT IV GETTING CONNECTED 
   
   

   Selection:   The Buried Treasure

    
        
                     
    
   
 

   Selection:   The Furry Babies 

   
   
   
   

   Selection:   The Clever Rabbit

   
   
   
   

BEING WISE AND SAFE (watchfulness)

Fable

SHOWING CONCERN (care for animals)

Poem

DISCOVERING THE POWER OF WORK (resourcefulness)

Parable



   

 

   Selection:   Why Spiders Hide in Dark Corners  
    
    
    
    

   

   Selection:   The Singing Four

    
    
     
                      
    

                                                 
  
   

  

                 

BEING COUNTED AND INVOLVED (cooperation)

Legend

Fable

SETTING A GOAL (care for animals)



1



2

A grasshopper spent summer hopping about in the sun 
and singing.  One day, he saw an ant looking very tired.

 “Why are you working on such a lovely day?” asked the 
grasshopper.

 “I’m collecting food for the winter,” said the ant, “and I 
suggest you do the same.” And off she went, helping the other 
ants to carry food to their store.  But the grasshopper carried 

 There is a golden saying that goes, “Do not put off for tomorrow what you can 
do today.” Find out how the grasshopper must have learned from the saying in the story 
below.

HARVESTING WHAT YOU SOW 
(Industriousness)
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on hopping and singing.  When winter came, the ground was 
covered with snow.  The grasshopper had no food and was 
hungry.  So he went to the ants and asked for food.

 “What did you do all summer when we were working to 
collect our food?” asked one of the ants.

 “ I  was busy hopping and s ing ing,”  sa id the 
grasshopper.
 
 “Well,” said the ant, “if you hop and sing all summer, and 
do no work, then you must starve in the winter.”

1. Which of the two characters spend the day 
wisely?

2. Why do you think did the grasshopper choose to 
play and sing than work?

3. What were the ants preparing for? Were they right 
to prepare for that occasion?

IndustriousnessExpressing Learned Values
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LEARNING AND DOING
(Respect)
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Ten gentle doctors all dressed in white, 
nine wise teachers teaching wrong from right.

Eight hardworking street sweepers with their brooms,
Seven loving nurses in hospital rooms.

Six strong carpenters pounding their hammers,
Five smiling gardeners taking care of flowers.

Four neat soldiers who are brave.
Three daring firemen with pets to save.

Two caring priests who always pray like that nun, 
One grade one pupil learning while having fun!
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_________ 1.  Greet your teachers when you see them.
_________ 2.   Laugh at the dirty street cleaners.
_________ 3. Call the firemen even when there is no 

emergency.
_________  4.   Speak politely to the waiters and the 

waitresses in the restaurant.
_________  5. Run away from the policemen when you 

have done something wrong.
_________  6.   Say “Thank you” to the doctor after you have 

been seen and checked.
_________  7.  Kick the nurse when she is giving you your 

injections.
_________  8.   Pay the right amount of fare to the jeepney 

or taxi drivers.
_________  9.   Make the job of the janitor easier by not 

making the classrooms dirty.
_________ 10. Pick the flowers in the garden right after the 

gardener have tended them.

 Draw a smiling (  ) face if the sentence shows respect to 

the community helpers and a sad (  ) face if it does not.

 All community helpers do their job well.  Without them, there 
would be no one to help us when we are sick, when we are in 
school.  Others clean the streets and a lot more.  That is why 
it is important to treat these people with respect.

Respect
Expressing Learned Values
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 Rabby was a handsome rabbit. His fur was thick and 
white as snow.  He lived with other rabbits  on their master’s 
farm. The other rabbits were not as good-looking as Rabby. 
Their fur which varies from cream to light brown, was not as 
soft and fine as Rabby’s. But these rabbits were very kind, 
cheerful and friendly.  Rabby, however, is the exact opposite 
of the other rabbits. He was proud and was usually in a bad 
mood. He always belittled the other rabbits because of their 
appearance.  He didn’t feel like playing with them at all.
 “Get out of my sight,”  Rabby would usually tell the other 
rabbits whenever they get near him. “ You might spoil my soft 

BEING AT HOME
 (Humility)
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and white coat with your soiled fur.”     The master of the farm 
who had observed Rabby’s  misbehavior decided to teach 
him a lesson.
 The following day, while  all the  other rabbits were chasing 
each other and they were mud all over, Rabby  was just in one 
corner and was looking at them with disapproval. He found 
it disgusting to have even a small stain of mud on his coat.  
Suddenly, he noticed a visitor talking to his master.
 “Is he Rabby? He is certainly out of place here, “ the visitor 
said as she pointed at Rabby’s direction.  “He is too good 
looking to stay on this muddy place.” 
 Rabby’s ears grew wider as he heard such an uplifting 
observation about his appearance.  He was the more surprised 
and excited when his master spoke.
 “I think Rabby would love the idea of staying with you 
where he could find friends whom he would like to play 
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 There once lived a farmer who got tired of farming. He 
didn’t want to work on his field again.
 Every day he went out to look for hidden treasures in old 
churchyards and old cemeteries.
 One day, he met an old man. “There is plenty of money 
buried in your field,” the old man said.
 “The owners died long ago without getting the money.”
 The farmer went home and dug all over his field. He dug 
day and night, looking for the buried treasure.
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DISCOVERING THE POWER OF 
WORK

 (Resourcefuless)



 While the farmer 
d u g  f o r  h i d d e n 
treasure, the plants 
grew. Soon they were 
ready for harvest.
 The farmer never 
found any hidden 
treasure. But his wife 
had a big harvest. 
They sold the harvest, 

 His neighbors thought that he was crazy. His wife shook 
her head.
 Soon the farmer got tired and slept under a tree.
 His wife went out to the field. The soil was soft and loose. 
It was just right for planting. So she planted rice, corn, tomato, 
beans, and camote.

and so they had plenty of money.
 “This is the buried treasure,” she said. The farmer understood 
and he nodded his head.
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