
PREFACE
Crossing Boundaries through English (Integrated Reading and 

Language) attempts to show an interface between Understanding by 
Design (UbD) framework and K to 12 Curriculum. It does not only conform 
with the Department of Education’s latest released K to 12 Curriculum in 
English but also goes beyond the content and performance standards it 
has set.  The treatment for each module clearly shows how the learners 
are led to acquire knowledge and skills, make meaning of the newly-
learned skills, and then transfer such learning. This facet of teaching and 
learning is consistent with the three stages of UbD which are : Acquisition, 
Meaning-making, and Transfer (A-M-T).   Each book in this series highlights 
the following features:

Developing Oral Fluency / Expressing Learned Values

This component corresponds to the content standards set by 
DepEd on Fluency in Speaking and Oral Language. It intends to provide 
opportunities for learners to “produce speech in the language and 
be understood by its speakers” as well as “to participate in various oral 
communication demands, such as situation, purpose and audience” by 
allowing the readers to treat the text presented to them as a part of their 
personal experience. Through the leading questions, the learners are given 
the opportunity to personally relate to the characters in the story as well as 
to express their own sense of values.

Building Comprehension Skills 

This feature attempts to meet two of the significant content 
standards set by the same curriculum, specifically, Listening and Reading 
Comprehension. It provides the listening or reading text for a particular 
lesson. The text may be literary, such as legend, play, parable, and the like; 
or factual, such as news report, informative article, and the like. Selections 
are so carefully chosen so that each would lead towards attaining the 
desirable values and providing a logical link to the current lessons in other 
academic subjects, particularly in Science.

This phase also highlights the skills that allow the pupils to learn a 
range of literary competencies to increase their comprehension of the 
selections presented to them. It includes significant skills such as noting 
details, drawing inference, getting the general significance of the selection, 
and the like. 



Building Vocabulary/Phonetic Skills match two important features – 
Vocabulary Development and Phonics and Word Recognition.    

Building Vocabulary Skills intends to equip the learners with the 
ability to determine meanings of unfamiliar words through context clues. 
This feature continues through the analysis and appropriate usage of 
words with affixes, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, multiple meaning, 
idiomatic expressions, and the like. Developing Phonetic/Speech Skills 
highlights auditory discrimination and accuracy in speech production.  In 
this context, phonetic skills refer to basic sounds produced by individual 
and combination of letters, whereas, speech skills refer to usage of stress, 
blending, phrasing, and intonation in speech production.

Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills moves beyond listening 
and reading comprehension. It allows the pupils to experience literature 
and increase their interest in quality literature as they learn about genres, 
techniques, and elements of style. 

Using Research and Study Skills component focuses on study and 
research skills which the pupils need in order to understand better and 
effectively respond to their content subjects. It is in this phase where most 
significant skills that are essential to understand and respond to academic 
subjects are enhanced.  

Using Grammar in Context phase of each lesson develops the 
pupils’ proficiency in grammar, usage, and mechanics. This section 
provides a meaningful context for language instruction while at the same 
time give a vehicle for reinforcing academic competencies. Further, this 
component of the lesson is continuous throughout the writing stage.

Finally, the focus of Sharpening Writing Skills phase is to allow the 
pupils to learn and refine their skills in writing. The varied activities endeavor 
to ensure that the “learners understand the different formats to write for 
a variety of audiences and purposes”. This feature, therefore, provides 
opportunities for the learners to develop confidence and fluency in their 
writing which include readiness skills, mechanics, guided writing, functional 
and creative writing.  



A close scrutiny of the topics offered in this series will show that the 
range of competencies goes beyond the content and performance 
standards defined by the said new curriculum. Additionally, lessons are 
designed in such a way that the language skills learned are in the context 
of their use in order to allow the pupils to grasp the topics in the content 
subjects simultaneously with language. 

This series therefore, together with each accompanying Teacher’s 
Manual, if used intelligently, will make learning English language lessons 
more significant and meaningful. Thus, it will lead both the teachers and 
the pupils to a greater satisfaction.     

The Editor/Coordinator
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	 Parents	are	often	the	first	to	recognize	their	child’s	potentials	and	giftedness,	thus,	
they	are	the	first	persons	who	are	expected	to	provide	support.	It	is	important	for	parents	to	
know	what	their	child	is	good	at	and	how	good	they	are	at	it	so	that	they	can	be	confident	
when	 talking	about	 their	 child’s	abilities.	At	 times,	however,	 there	are	parents	of	gifted	
children	who	feel	unable	to	advocate	properly	for	their	child,	partly	because	of	the	negative	
reaction	they	get	and	partly	because	they	doubt	themselves	and	their	child’s	abilities.	The	
story	you	are	about	to	read	clearly	illustrates	this	reality.

DEVELOPING ONE’S GIFTEDNESS

The Boy Who Drew Cats 
 Once there was a boy who loved to draw. His name was Joji.
 Joji grew up on a farm with lots of brothers and sisters. The others were a big 
help to their father and mother. But not Joji!
 He did nothing for hours but draw in the dirt with a stick. And what Joji drew was 
just one thing.
 Cats.
 Cats, cats, and more cats. Small cats, big cats, thin cats, fat cats. Cats, cats, 
cats, cats, cats.
 “Joji,” his father told him, “you must stop drawing all those cats! How will you 
ever be a farmer?”
 “I’m sorry, Father. I’ll try to stop.”
 And he did try. But whenever Joji saw one of the farm cats go by, he forgot 
about his chores and drew another cat.
 “Joji will never make a farmer,” said the farmer sadly to his wife.
 “Maybe he could be a priest,” she told him. “Why don’t you take him to the 
temple?”
 So the farmer brought Joji to the priest at the village temple. The priest said,  
“I will gladly teach him.”
 From then on, Joji lived at the temple. The priest gave him lessons in reading 
and writing. Joji had his own box of writing tools, with a brush and an ink stick and a 
stone.
 Joji loved to make the ink. He poured water in the hollow of the stone. He dipped 
the ink stick in the water. Then he rubbed the stick on the stone. And there was the ink 
for his brush!
 Now, the other students worked hard at their writing. But not Joji! With his brush 
and rice paper, he did nothing for hours but draw. And what Joji drew was just one 
thing.
 Cats.
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 Cats, cats, and more cats. Small cats, big cats, thin cats, fat cats. Cats, cats, 
cats, cats, cats.
 “Joji,” the priest told him, “you must stop drawing all those cats! How will you ever 
be a priest?”
 “I’m sorry, honorable sir. I’ll try to stop.”
 And he did try. But whenever Joji saw one of the temple cats go by, he forgot 
about his writing and drew another cat.
 That was bad enough. Then Joji started drawing on the folding screens of the 
temple. Soon there were cats on all the rice-paper panels. They were everywhere!
 “Joji, you’ll never make a priest,” the priest told him sadly. “You’ll just have to go 
home.”
 Joji went to his room and packed his things. But he was afraid to go home. He 
knew his father would be angry.
 Then he remembered another temple in a village nearby. “Maybe I can stay with 
the priest there.”
 Joji started out walking. It was already night when he got to the other village.
He climbed the steps to the temple and knocked. There was no answer. He opened the 
heavy door. It was all dark inside.
 “That’s strange,” said Joji. “Why isn’t anyone here?”
 He lit a lamp by the door. Then he saw something that made him clap. All around 
the big room were folding screens with empty rice-paper panels.

 Joji got out his writing box and made some ink. Then he dipped in his brush 
and started to draw. And what Joji drew was just one thing.
 Cats.
 Cats, cats, and more cats. Small cats, big cats, thin cats, fat cats. Cats, cats, 
cats, cats, cats.
 The screen he drew on last was almost as long as the room. Joji covered it 
with one gigantic cat—the biggest and most beautiful cat he had ever drawn.
 Now Joji was tired. He started to lie down. But something about the big room 
bothered him.
 “I’ll find someplace smaller.”
 He found a cozy closet and settled inside. Then he slid shut the panel door 
and went to sleep.
 Late that night, Joji awoke in fright.
 Rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr.
 It sounded like a large, fierce animal in the temple! Now he knew why no 
one was there. He wished he wasn’t there either!
 He heard the thing sniff around the big room. It halted right in front of the 
closet. Then all at once . . .
 Yowl!
 There was a sound of struggling, and a roar of surprise and pain. Then a 
huge thud that shook the floor.



K
-1

2 
En

gl
is

h 
G

r-
6

4

 “The cat!” said Joji. His eyes grew wide. Then he pressed his palms together 
and bowed to the screen.
 “Thank you, honorable cat. You have saved me. For as long as I live, no one 
will stop me from drawing cats.”
 When the villagers learned that the monster rat was dead, Joji became a 
hero. The village priest let him live in the temple as long as he liked.
 But Joji did not become a priest. And he did not become a farmer.
 He became an artist. A great artist. An artist honored through all the country. 
An artist who drew just one thing… Cats!
Hearn, Lafcadio, translator. Japanese Fairy Tales: The Boy Who Drew Cats. Tokyo: T. Hasegawa, 
1898. 

 Then a soft padding sound. Then silence.
 Joji lay trembling in the dark. He stayed there for hours, afraid to look out of 
the closet.
 At last, daylight showed at the edge of the door. Joji carefully slid the door 
open and peered out.
 In the middle of the room lay a monster rat—a rat as big as a cow! It lay 
dead, as if something had smashed it to the floor.
 Joji looked around the room. No one and nothing else was there—just the 
screens with the cats. Then Joji looked again at the one gigantic cat.
 “Didn’t I draw the head to the left and the tail to the right?”
 Yes, he was sure of it. But now the cat faced the other way—as if it had 
come down off the screen and then gone back up.



Expressing Learned Values Dignity Of Life
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chores \’chȯr\ n : the regular or daily light work of a household or farm
cozy \ˈkō-zē\ adj.  small, comfortable, and warm
edge \ˈej\ n:  the line or part where an object or area begins or ends
 halt \ˈhȯlt\ to bring to a stop
hollow \ˈhä-(ˌ)lō\ adj. an empty space inside of something
smash  \ˈsmash\ the sound made when something hits a surface very violently
thud  \ˈthəd\ n a loud, dull sound made especially when a heavy object hits 
something

Word to Explore

Word to Explore

1. Describe the attitude of Joji. 
 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

2. How did his parents feel about Joji’s great interest in drawing cats? 
 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

3. If you were a friend of Joji, would you have done the same to pursue your 
interest? Explain your answer. 

 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

4. Do you like the way the story ended? If yes, explain your answer.  If no, give 
your suggestion on how you would like it to end.

 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________

5. What lesson have you learned from the story?
 __________________________________________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________



Exercise 1

 Show how well you understand the story by answering the following questions.

1. Why was Joji different from his brothers and sisters?
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
2. What stopped Joji from helping his father in the farm?
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
3. What did Joji use for drawing?
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
4. Why couldn’t Joji concentrate on his farm work? 
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
5. When his parents gave up on pushing Joji to become a farmer, what other 

post did they try for Joji?
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
6. Why did the priest decide to send Joji home?
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
7. Why was Joji afraid to go home?
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________
8. What happened to Joji in the end?
 __________________________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

 Noting Details about a selection read is an important skill that every reader 
should develop. It means being able to answer who, what, where, when, why and 
how questions about the selection. 

Building Comprehension Skills

Lesson 1
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Noting Details



Exercise 1

Lesson 2

Building Vocabulary and Phonetic Skills
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Using Context Clues

 Context clues are words or sentences before or after an unfamiliar word. 
Authors sometimes have their readers use context clues to find the definition of a 
word. They sometimes use italics to show the word being defined. Good readers 
use these clues to help figure out the meaning of the unfamiliar word.

 Read the sentences. Underline the context clues that help you understand 
the meaning of the italicized word. 

1. The cat’s molar is modified to a formidable shearing tooth that enables it 
to chew meat easily. 

2. All cats are digitigrade—they walk on their toes with the back part of the 
foot raised. 

3. The claws are long, sharp, and, with the exception of the cheetah, completely 
retractile—they can be drawn in so the paw can be used without scratching 
or ripping. 

4. Cats either stalk their prey or lie in wait and spring upon their unsuspecting 
quarry. 

5. Cats’ sense of smell is so keen that they can smell a possible prey several 
meters away. 

6. Most cats are monogamous; they maintain only one sexual partner for life.
7. Like all cats, a tiger’s eyes are at the front of the face, giving tigers binocular 

vision so that they can focus both eyes on a single object.
8. As carnivores that kill and feed entirely on the flesh of other mammals, tigers 

have short, powerful jaws with large jaw muscles.
9. Endangered animal species are smuggled out of their native habitats to be 

used as pets; or killed so that their body parts can be used in medicines.
10. The combination of habitat loss, population fragmentation, and poaching 

or other methods of taking them illegally are pushing the tiger to the brink 

of extinction. 



 Write the context clues found in the text for the following words and use 
each word in a new sentence.

1. descend _________________________________________________________ 
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________ 

2. meticulous _______________________________________________________
  New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

3. sanctuary  ________________________________________________________
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

4. ingenuity __________________________________________________________ 
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

5. lucidity ___________________________________________________________
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

     6.   intricate __________________________________________________________ 
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________ 

7. subtle_____________________________________________________________
  New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

B.  Chinese temples normally used wood as building material, assembled 
in an intricate or highly structured system of posts carrying multiple horizontal 
brackets. The subtle and highly skillful manipulation of this technique produced 
the graceful roof shapes of traditional Chinese and Japanese architecture. 
Centralized buildings were constructed as well. The pagoda, often made 
of brick, is a tower of superimposed stories – that is layers overlay one after 
another. The stories may diminish and appear smaller somewhat in breadth as 
the building rises. Each stage is normally accentuated by bold roof silhouettes 
or shadowed form that project beyond the mass. 

 Write the context clues found in the text for the following words and use 
each word in a new sentence.
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Exercise 3

8. superimposed  ____________________________________________________
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

9. diminish___________________________________________________________ 
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

10. silhouette _________________________________________________________
 New sentence: ____________________________________________________
 __________________________________________________________________

 Read the sentences below and use context clues to decide what each 
underlined word means.  Encircle the letter with the correct meaning from the 
options.

1. Painting is the preferred artistic expression in Japan, practiced by amateur 
and professional alike. 

 a.assisted  b. encouraged   c.  fancied   d. favored 

2. Until modern times, the Japanese wrote with a brush rather than a pen, and 
their familiarity with brush techniques has made them particularly sensitive 
to painterly values. 

 a.disposed b. observant    c. sensible  d. touchy

3. They found sculpture a much less sympathetic medium for artistic expression.

 a.compassionate   b. consistent   c. responsive d. warmhearted

4. Mausoleum is a rigidly symmetrical structure replete with brightly colored 
relief carvings covering every visible surface. 

a. affluent    b. chock-full  c. stuffed  d. teeming 

5. In painting, each of the design elements has special expressive qualities. 

 a. animated        b. meaningful        c. open    d. significant

6. The most impressive examples of pictorial shorthand are found in Japanese 
ink painting.

 a.  exciting       b. moving   c. remarkable   d. surprising
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