
PREFACE

Crossing Boundaries through English (Integrated Reading and 
Language) attempts to show an interface between Understanding 
by Design (UbD) framework and K to 12 Curriculum. It does not 
only conform with the Department of Education’s latest released K 
to 12 Curriculum in English but also goes beyond the content and 
performance standards it has set.  The treatment for each module 
clearly shows how the learners are led to acquire knowledge and 
skills, make meaning of the newly-learned skills, and then transfer 
such learning. This facet of teaching and learning is consistent with 
the three stages of UbD which are : Acquisition, Meaning-making, 
and Transfer (A-M-T).   Each book in this series highlights the following 
features:

Developing Oral Fluency / Expressing Learned Values

This component corresponds to the content standards set by 
DepEd on Fluency in Speaking and Oral Language. It intends to 
provide opportunities for learners to “produce speech in the language 
and be understood by its speakers” as well as “to participate in 
various oral communication demands, such as situation, purpose 
and audience” by allowing the readers to treat the text presented 
to them as a part of their personal experience. Through the leading 
questions, the learners are given the opportunity to personally relate 
to the characters in the story as well as to express their own sense of 
values.

Building Comprehension Skills 

This feature attempts to meet two of the significant content 
standards set by the same curriculum, specifically, Listening and 
Reading Comprehension. It provides the listening or reading text 
for a particular lesson. The text may be literary, such as legend, play, 
parable, and the like; or factual, such as news report, informative 
article, and the like. Selections are so carefully chosen so that each 
would lead towards attaining the desirable values and providing 



a logical link to the current lessons in other academic subjects, 
particularly in Science.

This phase also highlights the skills that allow the pupils to learn 
a range of literary competencies to increase their comprehension of 
the selections presented to them. It includes significant skills such as 
noting details, drawing inference, getting the general significance of 
the selection, and the like. 

Building Vocabulary/Phonetic Skills match two important features – 
Vocabulary Development and Phonics and Word Recognition.    

Building Vocabulary Skills intends to equip the learners with 
the ability to determine meanings of unfamiliar words through context 
clues. This feature continues through the analysis and appropriate 
usage of words with affixes, synonyms, antonyms, homonyms, multiple 
meaning, idiomatic expressions, and the like. Developing Phonetic/
Speech Skills highlights auditory discrimination and accuracy in 
speech production.  In this context, phonetic skills refer to basic sounds 
produced by individual and combination of letters, whereas, speech 
skills refer to usage of stress, blending, phrasing, and intonation in 
speech production.

Enriching Literary Appreciation Skills moves beyond listening 
and reading comprehension. It allows the pupils to experience 
literature and increase their interest in quality literature as they learn 
about genres, techniques, and elements of style. 

Using Research and Study Skills component focuses on 
study and research skills which the pupils need in order to understand 
better and effectively respond to their content subjects. It is in this 
phase where most significant skills that are essential to understand 
and respond to academic subjects are enhanced.  



The Editor/Coordinator

Using Grammar in Context phase of each lesson develops the 
pupils’ proficiency in grammar, usage, and mechanics. This section 
provides a meaningful context for language instruction while at the 
same time give a vehicle for reinforcing academic competencies. 
Further, this component of the lesson is continuous throughout the 
writing stage.

Finally, the focus of Sharpening Writing Skills phase is to allow 
the pupils to learn and refine their skills in writing. The varied activities 
endeavor to ensure that the “learners understand the different 
formats to write for a variety of audiences and purposes”. This 
feature, therefore, provides opportunities for the learners to develop 
confidence and fluency in their writing which include readiness skills, 
mechanics, guided writing, functional and creative writing.  

A close scrutiny of the topics offered in this series will show that the 
range of competencies goes beyond the content and performance 
standards defined by the said new curriculum. Additionally, lessons 
are designed in such a way that the language skills learned are in the 
context of their use in order to allow the pupils to grasp the topics in 
the content subjects simultaneously with language. 

This series therefore, together with each accompanying 
Teacher’s Manual, if used intelligently, will make learning English 
language lessons more significant and meaningful. Thus, it will lead 
both the teachers and the pupils to a greater satisfaction.
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    Below is a story of an ambitious snail, who, even with her father’s 
disapproval, tried her best to achieve what she dreamt for herself.  Find out 
how she learned her lesson through a painful experience.

THE JOY OF BEING AT HOME
 (Simplicity and Humility)
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Narrator: Once upon a time, Nelly, a little snail, lived in a 
rock garden with many other snails.  One day, Nelly 
approached her father.

Nelly: You know, Father, when I grow up, I want to have the 
biggest house in the whole world.

Father: Nelly, it is not bad to dream.  But you know, some 
things are better small.  A lighter house is easier to 
carry.  But of course you know that.

Narrator: Nelly was not convinced.  She believed that there 
was a way on how she could make her house big. 

The Biggest House In The World



approach [ə prōch] v. past tense approached; to speak to someone 
to ask for something

convince [kən vins] v. past tense convinced; to influence somebody 
to do something

twist  [twist] v. present participle twisting; to squirm or wriggle; 
to rotate

grin [grin] v. present participle grinning; to smile broadly
exclaimed [ik skláym] v. past tense exclaimed; to speak or cry out 

loudly, often through surprise

As she was in deep thoughts, she kept on twisting 
here and there.  She twisted to the right and to the 
left, and then she felt a strange thing happening to 
her. Grinning widely, Nelly exclaimed.

Nelly: Alas!  I think I’ve just discovered how to make my 
house grow bigger and bigger. 

Narrator: So Nelly’s house grew and grew.  All the snails in the 
neighborhood noticed the strange thing happening 
to her.

Snail 1: You surely have the biggest house in the world!

Narrator: But the little snail kept on twisting here and twisting 
there.  She twisted up and down until her house was 
as big as a papaya. 

Nelly: Hmmm… quite big than the others.  But this is not 
the size of  the house I dreamt to have.  Surely I can 
still make this bigger. Uumph… uumph…
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Butterfly 1: Look! There’s a cathedral!

Butterfly 2: No, it’s a circus!

Narrator: And so Nelly kept on twisting again and again until 
her house was as big as watermelon.  By moving 
her tail swiftly from left to right, she learned to grow 
large, pointed bulges.

Nelly: Now, I look like that big church with a dome.  And 
even have more domes.

Narrator: Nelly was so proud of her achievements, and yet 
she was not contented.

Nelly: There’s something more I want to do.  I want my 
house to be as colorful as a rainbow.  I must think 
of how I can be more beautiful.

Narrator: And by squeezing and pushing, and by wishing 
very  hard, she was able to add colors and 
beautiful  designs to her house.  Now she knew that 
she had the biggest and the most beautiful house 
in the whole world.  She was very proud and happy. 
Then a swarm of butterflies flew overhead.
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strange [straynj] adj. unusual or extraordinary
bulge [bulj] n. plural bulges; an area or part that curves or has 

expanded outward
dome [dōm] n. a hemispherical roof, e.g. on a palace or cathedral
achievement [ə chéevmənt] n. something that somebody has 

succeeded in doing, usually with effort [éffərt] n. an attempt 
to do something, especially one that involves an amount of 
determination

squeeze [skweez] v. to press something hard in the hand or between 
two other objects

amazing [ə máyzing] adj. so extraordinary or wonderful, or to cause 
extreme surprise

frustration [fru stráysh’n] n. a feeling of disappointment

Narrator: A family of frogs on their way to a far-away pond, 
stopped and out of surprise, exclaimed.

Frogs: Never have we seen such an amazing sight…
an ordinary little snail with a house like a birthday 
cake.

Narrator: And so Nelly was so proud to find her neighborhood 
all surprised with her extraordinary house.  But one 
day, when the snails had eaten all the leaves in 
the rock garden, they moved to another place.  To 
Nelly’s frustration,  she could not move for her house 
was too heavy to carry.  She was left behind.

Nelly: Help! Please, somebody help me!

Narrator: Nobody came back to help the proud snail. 
With nothing to eat, her appearance began to 
change.
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Nelly: Oh no! My beautiful colors are slowly fading away. 
Even my colorful bulges are beginning to fall. 

Narrator: It was not long after when Nelly’s house broke into 
pieces until nothing was left at all.  She cried bitterly.. 
then she remembered …

Nelly: I can still make another house for myself.  But this 
time, I shall keep it small so that I can carry it with 
me wherever I please. 

       - Adapted from Old Fable - 

1. How did Nelly feel about her house at first?

2. What could be her reason for dreaming to have the 
biggest house in the whole world?

Simplicity and HumilityDeveloping Oral Fluency/
Expressing Learned Values
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3. Was Nelly’s father right in telling her that some things 
are better small? Why do you think so?

4. Are you in some ways, like Nelly who is not contented 
with what she had?  Explain your answer.

5. What lesson have you learned from the story?

Noting Details

 A good reader knows how to take note of important 
details about the text he or she reads. 

Exercise 1

 Find out if you can easily recall some details you have 
just read from the play by answering the following questions. 
Encircle the letter of the best answer.

1. Where did Nelly live?
 a. near the pond  b. in a cathedral
 c. in a rock garden d. at the zoo

2. To whom did she tell about her dream when she 
grows up?

 a. her father   b. her mother
 c. her neighbors  d. the frogs

Building Comprehension Skills

Lesson 1
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3. What answer did she get?
 a. Some things are better small.
 b. She had such a nice dream.
 c. She had a foolish dream.
 d. She should do everything to get her dreams.

4. How did Nelly feel about the answer?
 a. She was contented and happy.
 b. She was not convinced.
 c. She was sad.
 d. She was mad.

5. How did Nelly make her house become bigger 
and  bigger?

 a. by eating nutritious leaves
 b. by crawling and crawling
 c. by twisting here and there 
 d. by crawing fast ang quick

6. How did Nelly grow her large, pointed bulges?
 a. by moving her tail swiftly from left to right
 b. by taking fatty food
 c. by nodding her head
 d. by squeezing herself in and out of her shell

7. When did Nelly stop making herself big?
 a. When she was as big as papaya.
 b. When she was as big as a church.
 c. When she was as big as a watermelon.
 d. When she could not  move.
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8. Which appearance did she like her big house to 
have?

 a. a palace  b. colorful like a butterfly
 c. a cathedral  d. colorful like the rainbow

9. What happened to Nelly’s house when she was not 
able to move  to get  food for herself?

 a. It became as small as it was before.
 b. It was broken into pieces.
 c. It was stolen by the frogs.
 d. It became as hard as rock.

10. How did the play end?
 a. Nelly died without anyone beside her.
 b. Nelly’s house became the model house for 

snails.
 c. Nelly decided to make a small house for 

herself.
 d. Nelly decided to live alone.

Exercise 2

 Read the paragraph below and answer the questions 
that follow.  Encircle the letter of the correct answer.

 Snails can be useful in several ways.  Many snails are an 
important food for fish, birds, and crustaceans, such as crayfish 
and lobsters.  Many people consider the Helix garden snail, 
which is known as escargot, a delicious food.  The turban snail 
of Australia is used to make a pearly shirt buttons.
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1. In which group of animals do lobsters belong?
 a. birds    b. crustaceans
 c. fish    d. reptiles

2. What other animal has the same classification as 
lobsters?

 a. milkfish   b. starfish 
 c. jellyfish   d. crayfish   

3. What is another name for Helix garden snail?
 a. delicacy   b. crayfish 
 c. escargot   d. crustacean

4. Who considers Helix snail as a food?
 a.  fish b.  birds c.  people d.  dogs

5. How do they find the taste of Helix snail?
 a.  spicy b.  delicious c.  sweet d.  juicy

6. Where does Helix snail live?
 a. in the pond  b. in the ocean
 c. in the freshwater d. in the garden

7. Which kind of snail is used to make buttons?
 a. Helix snail   b. escargot snail
 c. turban snail  d. forest snail

8. In which continent can turban snail be found?
 a.   Asia    b.   Africa  
 c.   Australia   d. Europe

9. What type of buttons is made out of this snail?
 a.   golden   b.   pearly  
 c. wooden   d. steel
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